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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, ond listings, ol claims in the application: 
Listing of C hums: 

I . { Withdrawn) A method of evaluating an analyst's performance, said method comprising 
1 1 ic steps o f: 

utilizing information pertaining lo at least one revision made by the analyst involving at 
least one investment, including an upward or downward change- in opinion ol the analyst with 
regard to the least one investment: 

calculating a conditional performance score indicnt ive of the analyst's performance 
relative to other analysts, said row conditional performance score determined at least in pari by 
considering a measure of variability of the analyst's performance, an average historical 
performance of the at least one investment following the at least one revision, a standard 
deviation of the ai least one revision, n number of revisions made by the analyst, and a likelihood 
that the ai least one revision will actually produce an expected result: and 

adjusting said conditional performance score according to a return amount adjustment tu 
produce a final performance score. 



2. (Withdrawn > The method of claim I . wherein the average historical performance of lite 
at least one investment is considered over three distinct periods of lime. 



( Withdrawn) The method of claim 2. wherein said three distinct periods of lime 
comprise a short period of time which is approximately five days, an intermediate period of time 



I :mj>[W - SM*/"- ; 

PAGE 7/47 * RCVD AT 3/30/2007 3:59:00 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-5/14 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:212 230 8888 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-36 



03/30/2007 15:59 FAX 212 230 8888 



WILMER CUTLER PICKERING 



0 008/047 



P'VIVN i 

Dockcl No.: ^UO.I^OUSI ' r 

Serial No. 00/82^.4^9 

which is approximately luonly days, and a Ion,, period of lime which is approximately MXly 
days. 

4. (Withdrawn) The method of claim I , wherein the II. ml performance score increases witli 
the number of revisions. 

5. ( Withdrawn) The method of claim I - wherein said revision comprises one clan upward 
revision or a downward revision. 

6. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 . wherein the linal performance score increase* 
when a rate of return oft he at least one investment increases and the revision is an upward 
revision, or when a rate of return of the mi least one investment decreases and the revision is a 
downward revision. 

7. (Withdrawn I The method of claim I - wherein the final performance score decreases 
when a rate of return of the at least one investment decreases ami the revision is an upw ard 
revision, or when a rale of return of the nt least one investment increases and Hie revision is a 
downward revision. 

S. (Withdrawn* The method ofclaim I . further comprising adjusting said conditional 
performance .score according, to a modil icr accentuating the number of revisions made hy the 

analyst. 

0. ( Withdrawn) The method of claim I . wherein said return amount adjustment comprises a 
small return penally reducing said final performance score for returns on Sit id al least one 
investment less than a predetermined amount. 

. It). (Withdrawn) The method of claim <>, wherein said small return penalty is comprised of a 
difference between an average of a short period of time return factor, an intermediate period of 
lime return factor, and a long period of lime return factor, and a penally: wherein said penalty is 
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to approximately 15% fur upward revisions and approximately -8% lor dmvnvvard 
revisions minus a rclurn value corresponding to the investment, lor said long period of lime; and 
wherein each period of lime return factor is a cube root of a reiurn percentage over a 
corresponding period oflime. 

I [ . (Withdrawn) The method of claim «>. wherein said small reUirn penally is imposed for 
small returns over a long period of lime of approximately sixty days after snid al least one 
re visum. 

12. (Withdrawn) The method ofclaim 9. wherein said small return penalty is generated by 
subtracting a penalty from an averse of a first, second and third period of time return factor: 
wherein for upward revisions said penalty is 0 if an average return value corresponding to the 
investment for a lone, term period of time is greater than 15%. else said penalty is equal to 15% 
minus said average reluni value corresponding to the investment for a long term period ol time: 
wherein for downward revisions said penalty is 0 if said average return value corresponding to 
the investment for a long term period of lime is less Hum -SV*. else said penalty is equal To -S% 
minus said average return value corresponding lo the investment for a long term period ol time: 
wherein said first period of lime return factor is ten ii an average return over said first period of 
lime is greater than ton. else said first period of lime return factor is equal to a cube rool ol a 
product of M)H and said average return over said first period of lime: wherein said second period 
oflime reiurn factor is ten if an average return over said second period of time is greater than ten. 
else said ^x<mk\ period of time rclurn iaelor is equal to a cube root of a product of 100 and said 
overage return over said second period oflime: and wherein said ihird period oflime return 

, factor is Lcn if an average return over said third period oflime is greater than ten, else said third 
period of time reluni factor is equal to a cube root of a product of 100 and said average return 
over said third period oflime, 

13, (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1. wherein said calculating a conditional performance 
score comprises: 



_4 - 
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determining a lirst average return value tave. rcturnf}; second avcraee return value (ave. 
return-- > : ;it kI third iivcrage return value {ave. reUim.O for the at least one revision, said ilrsi. 
secondhand third average return values corresponding respectively u> an average tale of return 
on ihe at least one revision involving the investment tor a (li st period of time (limeiK a second 
period of rime (time;.}, and a third period of time (timcO: 

calculating, in absolute terms, a lirst t-slat value (t»stot i ) for said first average 
return value, a second t-stat value (t-s(al;>) Tor said second average i et tu n value, and a third l-slat 
value (l-smi.f) lor said third average return value, said hrst. second, and third t-stat values 
calculated by utilizing said lirst. second* and third average return values, a fust standard 
deviation (SD|), a second-standard deviation (SU/). and a third standard deviation (SI)O* a total 
number of revisions (revisions!*) occurring more than or equal to die first period ol time before 
said evaluating a total number of revisions {revisions;*) occurring more than or equal to the 
second period of time before said evaluating, and a total number of revisions (revisions.;) 
occurring more than or equal to the third period of time before said evaluating: 

calculating a first degree of freedom (l)Pi) for said first average return value a 
second decree of freedom ( l)l >> for said second average return value, and a third decree id* 
freedom { I )!•'.<) for said third average return value: 

determining a first probability (probj ) lor said l irst period of time by utilizing said 
lirst t-slat value and said first degree of freedom, a second probability (proh : ) for said second 
period of iimc by utilizing said second t-stat value and said second degree of freedom, and a third 
probability {prob.O for said third period of lime by utilizing said third t-stat value and said Ihird 
degree of freedom; 

generating a raw conditional performance score for the analyst by utilizing probj . 
prob.t. and proh;*. 

generating an adjustment to said raw conditional performance score by utilizing 
revisions], revisions?, and revisions;; and 

- 5 - 
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adding said acijuslincai lo said taw conditional pciTonnanec score to product* said 
conditional performance score. 



II. (Withdrawn) The mclhod oldaim L>, wherein if Si >i 0. I hen conditional performance 
score - 0 otherwise 



T stall 



wherein il'SD^ - 0, then conditional performance score i) otherwise 



SD2 



wherein if Sl)u 0 t then conditional performance score ~ : 0 otherwise 



SI).- 
V r't'viM't'rtS) .'<■ 



wherein DIV revisionsi - 1; Dl ! >— revisions-; - I: and DF^ '* revisions-* - I 



1 5. { Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 wherein said probabilities are determined 
according to a predetermined look-up table using actual calculated values of; DI ; i, Dl ; :, t- 
statet, t-stat;s and i-slah, unless:. ■ 100, in which case Dl : i is set to 100: DTz > 100, in 

-6- 
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which cso 1)1^ is set U, 100: T>V S - 100. in ubu h case DF, is sc. to 100: .-state, : ■ 20. ,n which 
esc ,-statc, is set to 20: Is,:,, - 20. in which case .-suit, is set to 7.0: t-su„ , > '0. in which case 
sun, is sc, ... 20: 1-s.a.c, < 0.01 . in which case prob, is set to 0: t-s.aW n.01 . in which case P-ob, 
is sci. lo 0: or (-sun., • 0.01. in which case proh-, is set lo <>■ 



1 6. ( Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 3. wherein 

.-.•«(./ . ft-sfii/iniitu-r .„ .*•■•< w -j ] * • 

wherein lor upword revisions pmb, is subtracted from 0.5 ifava return,, > 0. else proh, is added 
,o 0.5: wherem. for upward revisions proh, is subtracted from 0.5 if ave. return, - 0, else P n,b, is 
, H |ded lo 0.5: wherein lor upward revisions proh is subtracted from 0.5 if ave. return;, > 0. else 
proh, is added to 0.5: wherein lor downward revisions P roi„ is subtract from 0.5 if ave. return, 
., 0. else proh, is added to. 0.5: wherein lor downward revisions proh is subtracted from 0.5 Sl- 
ave, return: < 0, else proh is added to 0.5: and wherein lor downward revisions pmb, is 
subtracted from 0.5 if ave. return.: -' 0. else pmb, is added to 0.5. 



1 7. { Withdrawn) I he method oi claim I 3, wherein 

: 1 : 

.iil!iisiili;-;i! - ' "iO> ' jiyvisiinisl + rcrt;;ion::2 + '< ■ixior:.y'?> 

1 S. ( Currently Amended) A method of eval.uriinu an analyst's performance, smd+nethod 

c o iii p? i s i n g rtw-sl eps <> f : 

utilizing information pertaining It. at least one U pwwU.f^wnwl revision ujjm 

u^vyard^ 

a.ud vs.-s o pinion in-opmion of^^iH^witi^i^ tlw of at least one investment: 
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c:i leu U-iUjil; a performance score indicative of the analyst's performance relative to other 
analysts, said performance score deiermi ned bv at Je^st one of at- least in part by consideru vj. a 
uieasHre-oi 'mcasurinj.', variability of the analyst's performance based on at least one of an upward 
downward *v vision, an-frvernge aye rapine historical performance oHhe n t least one. 
i n ve s ( m e n t f h ) I o \ v i n g j . h e a ! least < i n c n p \v; ml re vis ion o r and d o \ v i x vv; i j'd re vision, a~s 1 a i td a rd 
deviaiion-of the. fit least one-Hf-vw ard or downward tv^si^ih- determining a number t4" based on at 
l^i^Li!lilP-..0.!lPn upward re visions t*r- and downward revisions jikuIc by (he analyst, and 
d^k^jyinJi^S a likelihood that 4k*> at least one upward revision or and downward revision will 
actual ly produce an expected result; and 

comparing the analyst's performance score against performance scores of other analyst's 
to produce a! leas! one of an upward ranking, a downward .jjinkjns/. or and a combined revision 
ranking. 

I ( >. (Currently Amended) The method of claim IX, wherein determinate at le ast o ne of the 
an a I y s t * s _pe r f o np a n c e a.] ^ d p e r to r; n a ncc set > re i s based on at least one of wmt 1 1 1 rcc d i s I i n c r 
periods of time coirrpri-se conypri^uig o short period of time which is app*ox~iHKik*l-v aboni live 
days, an intermediate period of t ime which ts approximately about twenty days, and a lone 
period of time whieh is appRv-x-i-r-ni-Mely a bona *»M>- (.Says. 

20. (Original) I he meihot.1 ol chum 18. wherein said performance score increases with the 
number of revisions. 

21. {Original) 'flic method ol claim farther comprising adjusting said performance score 
according to a uiodiiier accentuating the number of revisions made by the analyst. 

22. (Original ) The method of claim IX, wherein said performance score increases when a 
rate of return of (he at least one investment increases and the revision is an upward revision, or 
when a rate of return of the at least one investment decreases and the revision is a downward 
revision, and wherein said per fun nance score decreases when a rate of return of the at least one 
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investment decrees and the revision is un upward revision, or when a rate of return of the al 
least one investment increases and I lie revision is a downward revision. 

r;. (.Currently Amended) The method of claim I 8. further comprising adjusting said 
porlortvwnee score according to a small return penalty. • f 

>4 (Currently Amended) The method ofclaim 23. wherein sM small return penally is 
generated by subtracting a penalty from an average of, first, second and third period oCime 
return laelor: wherein lor upward revisions said penalty is 0 if an average return value 
corresponding to the investment for a long tern, period of time is greater than I 5%. else said 
penally is equal to 15% minus said average return value corresponding to .he investment Tor a 
lonu term period oflime" wherein for downward revisions said penally is 0 if said average return 
value corresponding to the invesln.cn. lor a long term period oftime is less than -K%. else sa>d 
penalty is equal to -8% minus said average return value corresponding H> >»veslment lor a 
lorn, tern, period oftime: wherein said lust period oftime return factor is ten if an average return 
over said first period ofl.in.e is greater Mian ten. else said first period oftime return factor is 
equal to a cube root of a product of 100 and said avcraec return over said first period oftime: 
wherein said second period oftime return factor is ten if an averaec relum over said second 
period oftime is greater than ten, else said second period of time return faclor is equal to a cube 
root ol a product of 1 00 and said average return over said second period of lime: and wherein 
said third period of lime return factor is (en if an average return over said third period of lime is 
:4 rea,er than <en. else said (bird period of lime re.nrn factor is equal to a cube root ol a producl ol 
100 and said average return over said third period ol lime. 

25. (< )riginal) The method ofclaim I 8. wherein said calculating a performance score 

comprises: 

determining a first average return value (ave. return,), second average return value (ave. 
return,), and third average return value (ave. return.;) lor (ho at least one revision, said first, 
^cutd, and third average return values corresponding respectively to an average rate of return 



- o •• 

I iM,X ICS [•<i.V'.\i. l >.l 

PAGE 14/47 * RCVD AT 3/30/2007 3:59:00 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] » SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/14 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:212 230 8888 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-36 



03/30/2007 15:59 FAX 212 230 8888 



WILMER CUTLER PICKERING 



g| 015/047 



Docket Nik; 26 1 I<M20UJ>1 
Serial No. IW/829.43') 



^YlWf 



«hi (he ni feast one revision involving ilk: investment for a first period of time (time, ). a second 
period of time (lime-), and a tliird period of lime (limo>): 

culctiloriiiL*. in absolulc terms, a llrsl t-slat value (i-stnli) for said llrsl average return 
value, ii .second (-slat value (( -siat : >> for said second average vciuru value, and a third t-sial value 
(t-stat;) for said third average return value, said first, second- and third l-slut values calculated by 
utilizing said first, second, and third overage return values. k\ llrsl standard deviation (SD|). a 
second standard deviation (SD.O. and a Hitrd standard deviation (SD.<). a lotnl number of 
revisions (revisions t ) occurring more than or equal to the llrsl period of t ime before said 
evaluating, a total number of revisions (revisions.) occurring more than or equal to the second 
period of time before said evaluating and a total number of revisions (revisionst) occurring more 
than or equal to die third period of lime be lure said evaluating; 

calculating a lust decree of freedom (DFi) for said first average return value, a second 
degree of freedom (DIM for said second average return value, and a third degree of freedom 
(!)!■'<) for said third average return value; 

determining. r» first probability (probf) for said first period of time by utilizing said first t- 
stal value niki soicl first degree of freedom, a second probability (.prob :: ) lor said second period of 
time by utilising said second i-slat value and said second degree of freedom, and a thud 
probability (prob.O for said third period of lime by utilizing said third t-stai value and said thud 
decree of freedom; and 

generating a conditional performance score feond. performance score) for the analyst by 
utilizing prob t . prob--. and pn >h 4 . which may be manipulated to produce said performance score. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 25. wherein if S1.)| ^ 0. then conditional performance 
score 77 0 otherwise 

j a w, n'tftm/ \ 

f.\tcJt t - \ \ 

] I sm } \ 

: wherein if SI);, - 0. then conditional performance score " 0 otherwise 

- 10- 
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i/iv, return*. 



Si)'? 



wherein if SI)*. 



0, then conditional performance score 0 otherwise 

I mv. return,! 



: wherein DP, - revisions) - I ; m\ ~ revisions; - 1 : and I)lN " revisions? ■ I 

27. (Oriy.iniil) The method ol'cl;iim 25. wherein said pmluibiiities are determined according 
u> a predetermined look-up table itsiny actual calculated values of: Oh,, DF 2 . Of <■ i-slnl u t-smb, 
and l-stal;, unless: Dh, > i 00. in which ease Dl't is set lu 100: 1)1', •* 100. iti which ease \W ? is 
set to 1(H): ■- 100. in which case Dh\issci to 100: l-stal, ■•■20. in which case l-stal E is set u> 
20: istal,: > 20. in which ease l-stal, is set to 20; L-stal s 20. in which ease l-slat ; is set to 20; \- 
siat, < (LOU in which ease prob t is set to 0; i-siati O.0L in which case prob;. is set to 0: or l-stat, 
• 0.01 . in which case prolv, is set to 0. 



2.X. (Original) The method of claim 2?. wherein 



■ .-fit!) 



... \- • 3 1 a i 



wherein foe upward revisions prob, is subtracted from 0.5 ifave. return, > 0. else prob, is added 
to 0.5: wherein for upward revisions prob 2 is .subtracted from 0.5 ifave. return?. > 0. else prob; is 
added to 0.5; wherein tor upward revisions prohs is .subtracted from 0.5 if nve. return.; > 0. else 
prob, is added to 0.5: wherein for downward revisions prob, is subtracted from 0.5 ifave. return. 
-•: 0. else prob, is added to 0.5: wherein for downward revisions prob.-. is subtraeled from 0.5 >l 



-11- 
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ave return, -. 0. else prob, is added lo and wherein Tor downward visions prob, is 
subtracted from 0.5 if ave. return., ' <>■ else prob.-. is iUded to 0.5. 

?». (WidMJft.vv.iJ A method ofevaluatm;' an analyst's performance by utilizmg inlormalion 
plaining to al leas, one revision made by ihe analyst involving o. lea,, one investment, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

determining a first average return value <ave. return,), second average return value (ave. 
rcllI rn,). and third average return value (ave. return,) for the at least one revision, said first, 
second, and third average return values corresponding respectively to an average rale of return 

on the til least one revision iuyolvingthe investment lor a first period ofiimc (time,), a 
second period ofiimc (lime,), and a third period of time (time,): 

calcining, in absolute terms, a first i,stal value (i-slai, ) tor ave. return,, a second t-s!at 
value (l-sta.,) lor ave. return,, and a third .-stat value (l-5.aU) for ave. return,, said first, second, 
and third l-stat values calculated by utilizing ave. return,, ave. return... »vo. return.;, a first 
standard deviation (ST>,). H second standard deviation (Sl>,). nnd a third standard deviation 
(Si),), a tolal number of revisions (revisions,) occurring more than or equal to lime, before sa.d 
evaluating, a total number of revisions (revisions,) occurring more than or equal to .imc, before 
said evaluating, and a total number of revisions (revisions;) occurring more than or cquyl to 
time, before said evaluating: 

calculating a first degree of freedom ( Dh ) lor ave. return,, a second degree of freedom 
(l )l',) for ave. return,, and a third degree of freedom (l.)l' O for ave. return;: 

determining a first probability (prob,) for lime, by utilizing i-sU*. and »F,. « S0C(Mld 
probability (prob,) for time, by utilizing L-s.aL, and 1>F ? , and a .bird probability (prob,) for 
by utilizing t-staU and 1")F. ; : 

generating a raw conditional performance score for the analyst, by tUiltzau- prob,. prob,, 

prob;: 
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adding a modifier (adjustment) to the raw conditiotmJ performance score determined bv 
uiiii/ing ivvisionst, revisions*. ;ind revisions;, thereby producing a conditional performance 
score (eond, performance score): 

generating a small return penally by subtracting a penally horn an average of return 
laetors corresponding to timej, time.-*, and lime;, wherein for upward revisions said penalty is 0 if 
avc. remrni is greater than !.*>%, else said penalty is equal to 15% minus avc. reLurnv wherein lor 
downward revisions said penally is 0 if aw. return* is less than -N%. eJse said penalty is equal to 
-8% minus avc. return,, wherein said first period of time return factor is ten if ave. return _ t is 
greater than ten. else said first period of time return factor is equal to a cube root of a product of 
100 and avc. returnu wherein said .second period of lime return factor is ten if nve. return * is 
greater than ten, else said second period of time return factor is equal to a cube root of a product 
ol 100 and avc. return;,. Lind wherein said third period of time return factor is lea if avc. return.: is 
greater than ten. else said third period of Lime return factor is equal to a cube t ool of a produe? of 
100 and avc. return; and 

generating ;-i Una! performance score (performance score} indicative of said analyst's 
performance by adding said smail vctimi penally to said condition.'*] performance score. 

i0. (Withdrawn) A system for evaluating an analyst's performance, said system comprising: 
a processor: 

a memory storing a computer program controlling operation of said processor, said 
program including instructions for causing the processor to effect: 

utilizing information pertaining to at least one revision made by the analyst involving at 
feast one investment, including an upward or downward change in opinion of the nnnlysl with 
regard to the at least one investment: 
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calculating a conditional performance score indicative of the analyst's perJoruuinee 
relative to other analysts, said raw conditional performance score determined at least in part by 
considering a incisure of variability of ihe analysis performance, an average historical 
performance of the at least one investment following the :il least one revision, a standard 
deviation of ihe at least one revision, a number of revisions made by the analyst, unci a likehhoi 
that die at least one revision will actually produce an expected result; and . 

adjusting said conditional performance score according to o return amount adjustment I 
produce a final performance score. 



? i . (Withdrawn) The system ol claim 30, wherein said average historical performance is 
calculated over three distinct periods of lime, which comprise a short period of lime which is 
approximately live days, an iniermediate period of time which is approximately twenty days, and 
a lout; period of time which is approximate!) sixty days. 

32. ( Withdrawn) I he system of claim 30, wherein !he final performance score increases 
when a rate of return of the at least one investment increases and the revision is an upward 
revision, or when a rate of rcuirn of the at least one investment decreases and the revision is a 
downward revision, and wherein ihe lin;d performance score decreases when a rate ol return ol 
the at least one investment decreases and ihe revision is an upward revision, or when a rate ol 
\v\i\n-\ of the at least one investment increases and the revision is a downward revision. 

33. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 30, wherein said program further comprises 
instructions to effect adjusting soid conditional performance score according to a modiher 
acccniuatim./, ihe number of revisions made by ihe analyst. 

34. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 30. wherein said return amount adjustment comprises 
a small return penally reducing said final performance score for returns on said at least one 
investment less thnn a predetermined amount, 

- 1 1 - 
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<Wi.hdn.wn> The sys.cn, of claim 34. wherein said small t,,urn penalty is comprised ot a 
difference between an average ofa short period of.ime rc.u.n fae.or. an intermediate penod o. 
,i,no return factor, and a ion, period oftime return factor, and a penalty: wherein said penalty « 
CM unl to approximately 1 5% l«r upward revisions and approximately -8% for downward 
revisions minus a return value corresponding to the investment for sa,d Ion,, penod ol ..me; and 
wherein eaeh period or time return (actor is a cube root of a return percentage over a 
currcspondin*" period of time. 

3(, ,. Withdrawn) The sy*.om of claim 34. wherein said small return penally is imposed lor 
small returns over a long period oftime ^approximately sixty days alter said a. lens, one 



revision. 



,7 (Withdrawn, The system of claim 34. wherein said small return penalty is generated by 
subtracts a. penalty from an average of a fnsL second and third period oftime re. urn factor: 
wherein for upward revisions said penalty is 0 if an average return value correspond.,* to the 
investment for a Ion,, term period oftime is greater than .5%. else said penally ,s equal to 
minus said average return value corresponding to the investment lor a ioug .cm. period ol umc: 
wherein lor downward revisions said penalty is Oifsaid average return value correspond in,, to 
.he investment for a Ion, term period of time is less than -8%. else said penalty is equal to -X% 
minus said avenge return vah.e corresponding to the investment lor n long lerm period of tune; 
wherein said lirst. period of ti.ne return fae.or is ten if an average return over said firs, penod ol 
lime is ,rea.er Minn leu. else said llrst period of time return factor is equal lo a cube root of a 
product of 100 and said average return over said first period of lime: wherein said second penod 
oHime return factor is ten if an average return over said second period oftime is greater than ten. 
else sa.d second period of Umc rc.urn factor is equal lo a cube root ofa product of U>0 and sa.d 
uvvraue reU.m over .aid second period oftime: and wherein said .bird period oftime. return 
.actor is ten if an average return over said third period oftime. is greater than .en. else sa.d Ih.rd 
period oftime return factor is equal to a cube moL ofa product of 1 00 and said average return 
over said third period oftime. 

- 15 - 
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(Currently Amended) ,\ .system lor evaluating an analyst's performance, said system 
comprising: 
a processor: 

a memory storing a computer program controlling operation of said processor, said 
program including iiistruetions; for causing die processor to effect: 

iiliN/.inj; information periaininu to at least one ti|>\vart^>F-dowrvwa+vl-iww+e:>« ofan 
j]P>yj:'fd rev t si on and a downward ./c vision deluding an-upw+rd-or-downvv^ of on 

£iil r ib^L^..yill» i" opiiwH-v^J 1 (JKHiniil-yHl--wit-h i^iard-Uv-the of at least one investment; 

calculating a performance score indicative of die analyst's performance relative to other 
analysis, said performance score determined bvaMenst one of at (ca.va io-part by considering n 
menwtv of measuring variability of the analyst's performance based on at least one of an upward 
mVi^ip 11 cm-average av^rn^iii" historical performance of the at least one 

investment following the at least one upward revision or and downward revision, a st-ar-H-i-ord 
deviation of-il uj at l e ast one upward or dowmvi^d- revision. de^O^lniJl^ :1 number of b ased on a t 
feast <>lie of upward rv visions or and downward revisions made by the analyst. . and 
dcicrmming a likelihood that the at least one upward r^Lsk_>n or and downward revision will 
actually produce an expected result: and 

comparing the analyst's performance score ayainst performance scores of other analysts 
to produce at least one ofan upward Kinking, a downward ranking, or and a combined revision 
ranking. 

y>. (Original ) J he system uf claim _"i«S. wherein said program further comprises instructions 
to effect adjusting said performance score according to a modi Her accentuating the number of 
revisions made by the analyst. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 38. wherein said performance score increases when a rale 
ol return of the at least one investment increases and (he revision is an upward revision, or when 
a rale o I" return of the at ieasl one investment decreases and die revision is a downward revision, 
and wherein said performance score decreases when a rare of return id' (he at Ieasl one 

- |C>- 
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investment decreases and the revision k an upward revision, or wl.cn a rate of return of the at 
least one investment increases and the revision is a downward revision. 



41. 



(Original) The system of claim 3S. wherein said calculating a performance score 



comprises: 

determining a first average return value (ave. return,), second average return value (ave. 
return,), and third averse return value (ave. return,) lor the at least one revision, said lust, 
second, and third averse return values corresponding respectively to an uvcroge rate of return 
„„ the at least one revision involving the investment tor a first period of li,nc (lime,), a second 
period of lime (time..), and a third period of Lime (lime,); 

calculating, in absolute terms, a first l-slal value 0 -stal,) lor said first average return 
value, a second t-stai value <l-stab) lor said second avemge return value, and a third r-stal value 
(t-slat,) for said third average return value, said first, second, and third t-sta« values calculated by 
utilizing said first, second, and third average return vah.es. a first standard deviabon (SD,). a 
second standard deviation (XI)-), and a lliird standard deviation (SD,). a total number ol' 
revisions (revisions,) occurring, more I bin r,r equal to the first period o Clime bet ore said 
evaluating, a total number of revisions (revisions,) occurring more than or equal to the second 
period oflimc before said evaluating, and a total number of revisions (revisions:) occurring more 
than or equal to the third period of lime belore said evaluating: 

calculating a first degree of freedom (Dh, ) lor said llrsl average .vuirn value, a second 
degree of freedom <DF;> lor said second average return value, and a third degree of freedom 
(DF.,) for said third average return value: 

determining a first probabilhy ( P rob,) lor said first period of time by niibzing said first t- 
stat value and said llrsl degree oSMreedo,,,. a second probability tprolv) Ibr said second period of 
lime by utilizing said second t-slat value and said second degree of freedom, and a third 
probability (prub.O lor said thud period oftime by Utilizing said third l-Ntot value and said third 

degree of freedom: and 

generating a conditional performance score (cond. performance score) for the analyst by 
utilizing prob,, prob,. and proh, which may be manipulated to produce said performance score. 



. 17 - 
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42. (Original) 1'hc system of claim 41. wherein rf Si)| 0, (hen conditional performance 
score 0 otherwise 



ttw. mam / 



T S!at\ 



( sin 



yj r<> visions 



wherein if SIX 0, then conditional performance score 0 otherwise 



T sfnt . 



av<:. re flint. 



Sl>2 



wherein if SIX 



T sUiU 



0. then conditional performance score — 0 o I her wise 

\J reviyt'tft.'S * j 



wherein l>I ; t revisioosi * I: DP- - revisions.! - 1: am! revisions: 1 



13. {Original) The system of claim 4 I . wherein said probabilities are determined according io 
a predetermined look-op table ushu* acmal calculated values of: DFj. DP\ Dl-'?, i stat j . 1-staK 
and l-sint.i. unless: 1)1 m 1 00, in which case is set to 100: > 1 00. in which case Of ;; is 
se! to 100: DH; > 100, in which enso 1)1; ; is set to 100: KsUrti > 20. in which case (-slat, is set to 
20; lslat ;v > 20, in which case l-stal ;: is sel to 20: l-sfnr- > 20. in which case t-slaf: is set to 20; r- 
slah < 0.0 L in which ease prob, is sel to 0: Kstau < 0.0 L in which case prob;- is set lo 0; or L-stat; 
< 0-0.1. in which case prob; is sel lo 0, 

44. (Original) The sysLem of claim 41. wherein 

- 18 - 
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wherein lor npvv;ird revisions proh f is subtracted Ironi 0,5 if ave. ret urn i > ()„ els*: proh, isndded 
lo 0.5; wherein lor upward revisions prob, is subOncicd from 0.5 if ave. return.! > 0. else prob.» is 
added to 0.5: wherein lor upward revisions proh; is .subtracted from 0.5 if five, return; * iK else 
prohi is added to 0.5: wherein for downward revisions pmb t is subtracted from 0.5 if mvc. return \ 
< (K else probi is added to 0.5; wherein lor downward revisions prob> is subtracted from 0.5 if 
ave. return- < 0. else prob> is added to 0.5; ami wherein for downward revisions prolvs is 
subtracted from 0.5 if ave, rel.urru 0. else proh- is ndded lo 0.5. 

45. ( Withdrawn) A system lor evaluating an analyst's performance, said system comprising: 

means for utilizing information pertaining lo at least one revision made bv the analyst 
involving a( least one investment, including an upward or downward change in opinion of the 
analyst with regard lo the at least one investment; 

means for calculating a conditional performance score indicative of the analyst's 
performance relative toother analysts, said raweoiuliliooiil performance score determined at 
least in pari by considering a measure of variability of the analyst's performance, an average 
historical performance of the 01 least one investment following the at least one revision, a 
standard deviation of the at least one revision, a number of revisions made by the anaUst, and a 
likelihood that the at least one revision will actually produce an expected result: and 

means for adjusting said conditional performance score according to a ix-luvu amount 
adjustment to produce a final performance score. 

40, (Widulrinvn) The system of claim 45, wherein said average historical performance is 
calculated over three distinct periods of time, which comprise a short period of time which is 
approximately live (.lays, an intermediate period of time which is approximately twenty days, and 
a long period of time which is approximately sixty days. 
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47. (Withdrawn) The system ol claim 45, wherein I he linal performance score increases 
when a rate of rL-Uirn of the at least one investment increases and the re\ ision ts an upward 
revision, or when a rate of Velum of the at least one investment decreases and the revision ts a 
downward revision, mid wherein die fuiai performance score decreases when a rate of return ol 
the at least one investment decreases and the revision is an upward revision, or when a rale ol 
return of the at least one investment increases and die revision is a downward revision. 

48. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 45, further comprising means for adjusting said 
conditional performance score according l.o a modifier accentuating the number of revisions 
made by the analyst. 

40. (Withdrawn) I he system of claim 45. wherein said return amount adjustment comprises 
a small return penalty reducing said final performance score for returns on said at least one 
investment less than a predetermined amount. 

5<). (Withdrawn) The system ofelaim 4V. wherein said small return penalty is comprised of a 
difference between an average of a short period onime return factor, an intermediate period of 
lime return factor, and a long period of time return factor, and a penally: wherein said penally is 
equal to approximately ! 5% for upward revisions and approximately -K% for downward 
revisions minus a return value corresponding to the investment lor said lonu period of time; and 
wherein each pcr\o<\ of time return factor is a cube root of a return pereenlaue over a 
corresponding period of lime, 

51. { Withdrawn) The system ofelaim 49, wherein said small return penalty is imposed for 
small returns over a lonji period of l ime of approximately sixty days a fter said at least one 
revision. 

52. (Withdrawn) The system ofelaim 40. wherein said small return penally is generated by 
subtracting a penalty from an average of a lirst, second and third period of time return factor; 
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wherein for upward revisions said penally is 0 if an average return value corresponding to Lhe 
investment for a Ion- term period ol lime is <ueater than 15%. else said penally is equal to 15% 
minus said average relurn value corresponding to die investment lor a long term period ol lime: 
wherein for downward revisions said penalty is 0 if said average return value corresponding lo 
the investment for a Ion* lenn period of lime is less than -8%, else said penalty is canal to -8% 
minus said average relurn value corresponding to the investment for a long term period of June: 
wherein said first period of rime return factor is ten if an average return over said Hrsl period ol 
time is greater than ten. else said first period of lime return factor is equal to a cube root of a 
product of 100 and said average return , over said first period of time; wherein said second period 
of time return factor is Ten if an average return over said second period of time is greater than ten. 
else said second period of rime return factor is equal to a cube root of a product of 100 and said 
average relurn over said second period of time: and wherein said third period of time return 
factor is ten if an average return over said third period of rime is greater than ten. else said third 
period of lime return factor is equal to a cuhe root of a product of 100 and said average return 
over said third period of lime. 

53, (Currently Amended) A system tor evaluating an analyst's performance, said system 
comprising: 

means for uiili/.ing information pertaining to at least one upward or ; dowmvar4 revision oj. 
no upward revisior i and ..a downward revision inclikh'ngrrm^HW^^ 1 ur downward change of an 
analyst 7 s opinion hvopinioiv-of the-analyst with regard U:H-(-w of at least one invest ment: 

means for calculating a performance score indicative of the analyst's performance relative 
to other analysis, said performance score determined blJ^Ui^ h >' 
tW ^ tf ^Ha-j-i measure of measuring variability of (he analyst's performance based on at least one 
of an u pward revision and downwar d revision, an average averaging historical performance of 
the at least one investment following the ai least one upward revision or and downward revision, 
a- standard deviation of the at. leasKme^|>vv*H^^ ddermimng a number of 

t H sed on at least one of an upward !evisio_iis_^ and downward revisions made by Hie analyst, and 
determining n likelihood that the at leasi one upward revision of and downward revision will 
actually produce an expected result: and 

-21- 
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means ior comparing the analyst's performance score avainst performance scores of other 
;snnl ysts lo produce at least one of an upward ranking o downward ra nking or and a combined 
revision ranking. 

>-!. (Original) 'l/he. syslem of claim 5.1 further comprising means lor adjusting said 
performance score aeeurding to a modifier accentuating the number of revisions made by the 
analyst. 

55. (Original) The system of claim 53, wherein said performance score increases when a rale 
of return ol the at lease one investment increases and 1 ho revision is an upw ard revision, or when 
a raie of return of the at feasi one investment decreases and the revision is a downward revision, 
and wherein said performance score decreases when a rale of return of the at least one 
investment decreases and (lie revision is an upward revision, or when a rate of reiurn of die at 
least one investment increases and the revision is a downward revision. 

56, (Originnl) The system uf claim wherein said calculating a performance score 
comprises: 

determining a lirst average return value (ave. returnt). second average return value (ave. 
return ».K and third average return value (ave. return;) lor the at least one revision, .said lirst. 
second, and third a vera tic return values corresponding respectively to an average rate of return 
on the at least one revision involving the investment for a first period of lime (timci). a second 
period ol time (lime;;), and a third period otTime (lime;): 

calculating in absolute terms, a lirst i-sfai value (t-sialj) fur said (Irs! average rc\uv\] 
value, a second t-stai value (t-stalj) lor said second average return value, and a third Kstat value 
(l-stau) lor said third average return value, said first, second, and third t-slat values calculated by 
utilizing said first, second, and third average vcXuvn values, a lirsl standard deviation (SD,), a 
second standard deviation (SI>)- and a third standard deviation (SDi)- a total number of 
revisions (revisionsi ) occurrtriu. more than or equal to the first period oftime before said 
evaluating a total number of revisions (revisions;*) occurring more than or equal to the second 

- 22 - 
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period ol'Timc before said evaluating, and a lotal number of revisions (. revisions _ : ) occurring more 
ih;ui or equal to the lliircl period of time before said evaluating: 

calculating a first decree of freedom (DFi) lor said Iirs* average return value, a second 
degree of freedom (i)i-.o for said second average return value, and a third decree of freedom 
(DI'Y) for said third average return value; 

determining a first probability ("probj) for said first period of lime by utilizing said fust l- 
slat value and said first degree of freedom, a second probability (prob.) for said second period of 
lime by utili/Jng said second t-slal value and said second derive of freedom, and a third 
probability (prob.O for said Ibird period of time by uiifivine said. Third i-s(al value «:ind said thud 
degree of freedom: and 

generating a conditional performance score (eond. performance score) for ihe. analyst by 
utilizing probi, prob^ and prob<. which may bc manipulated to produce said performance score. 



57. (Original) the system off claim 56, wherein if SDj 0. I hen conditional performance 
score 0 otherwise 

c/i i'. r cmrr; I 



s/n 



v revisit 'n.s\ J 

: wherein if SI > : . 0. then conditional performance score 0 otherwise 



n\(\ tr'lMftl, 



i -\ftth 



SD2 ) 



V rcvisrtnis.: 



; wherein if SD.u • 0. then conditional performance score - 0 otherwise 



l '.Nil >l M .S (•< I ""/'■( H I 
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; wherein I >F|- revisions! - I ; DFj - revisions,- - 1 ; and Dl\ revisions^ i 

>H. (Original) The system of claim 56. wherein said probabilities Lire determined according 
to a predetermined look-up l:ib1c usiny actual calculated values of: l.)F| t RF>. W'?* t-slalj. l-slaw. 
and i-slni ; , unless: DF t :> I Ot'K in which case DF u is se( lo 100: > 100. in which case DF- is 
se! to 100; DF ; > KM), in which enso \)\\ is set to 100: t-slati > 20, in which ease Kstati is set i.o 
20: Istal; /- 20. in which ease i-sUU: set to 20; i-siah > 20, in which case l-su.it i is sol to 20: t- 
slai i •-: 0,01 > in winch c;isc prob f is set to 0; l-stat : < 0.0 1. - in which case probj is set to 0: or t-staU 
■ O.OL in which ease prob; is sel lo 0. 

59. (Original) I he system oi 'claim 5b, wherein 

i I 

wherein ibr upward revisions probi is subtracted from 0.5 ifavc. return i> 0. else prob: is added 
jo 0.5; wherein for upward revisions prolv, is sublraeted from 0.5 iJ'ave, ivhirn* ■■ 0. else prob> is 
added lo 0.5; wlicrein Tor upwind revisions prob-; is subtracted from 0.5 ifavc. reiuru; : 0, else 
prob; is udded to 0.5; wherein for downward revisions probi is subtracted from 0 5 ifavc. rclurni 
I < (K else probj is added to 0.5: wlicrein for downward revisions probe is subtracted from 0,5 if 
ave. return. < 0, else prob- is added lo 0.5: and wherein for downward revisions prob; is 
stibtmcTcd from 0.5 if ave. return-* 0, else prob.; is added to 0.5. 

60, (Wiihdrown) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave, said signal bearinu 
instructions for causing a computer system to evaluate an analyst's performance, said instructions 
comprising: 
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utilizing information pertaining to at least nnc revision made by the analyst involving, at 
least one investment, including an upward or downward chanue in opinion of tin: analyst with 
regard io the at least, one investment: 

calculating a conditional performance score indicative of the analyst's performance 
relative to oilier analysts, said raw conditional performance score determined at least in part by 
considering a measure of variability of the analyst's performance, an average historical 
performance of the- at least one investment following the at least one revision, a standard 
deviation of the at. least one revision, a number of revisions made by the analyst, and a likelihood 
that the at least one revision will actually produce an expected result; and 

adjusting said conditional performance score according to n return amount adjustment to 
produce n final performance score. 

61 . (Withdrawn) The signal of claim 60, wherein the final performance score increases when 
a rale oJ. return of the at least one inveslment increases and the revision is an upward revision.. or 
uhen a raJc of return of die at least one investment decreases and the revision is a downward 
revision, and wherein the final performance score decreases when a rate of rekirn of die at least 
one investment decreases and die revision is an upward revision, or when a rale of vcmwu of the 
at least one investment increases and The revision is a downward revision, 

62. (Withdrawn) The signal of claim 60. wherein said return amount adjustment comprises a 
small return penally reducing said final performance score for returns on said at least one 
investment less than a predetermined amount. 

6.v (Withdrawn) The signal of claim 62, wherein said small return penalty is comprised of a 
difference between an average of a short period of time return factor, an intermediate period of 
lime return factor, and a long; period of lime rekirn factor, and a penalty; wherein said penalty is 
equal ro approximately I 5% for upward revisions and approximately -X% for downward 
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revisions minus a return value corresponding to the investment, lor said long period of time; nod 
wherein each period of rime return factor is a cube root of a return percentage over a. 
corresponding, period of time 

64. (Withdrawn) The signal of claim 6?.. wherein said small return penalty is. generated by 
subtracting a penally from an average of o first. second and ihird period of lime return factor; 
wherein for upward revisions said penalty is 0 if an average return value corresponding to the 
investment for a long term period of time is greater than i 5%. else said penalty is equal to I 5% 
minus said average return value corresponding to the investment for a long term period of time; 
wherein for downward revisions said penalty is 0 if said average return value corresponding to 
(he investment, for a long term period of time is less than -8%. else said penalty is equal to -X% 
minus said average return value corresponding to the investment for a long term period of time; 
wherein said first period of lime return iaelor is ten if an average return over said first period of 
time is greater than ten, else said first period of time return factor is equal to a cube root of n 
product of 1 00 mid said average return over said first period of time: wherein said second period 
of lime return factor is ten if an average return over said second period of time is greater than ten, 
else said second period of time return factor is equal to a en be root of a product of 1 00 and said 
average return over said second period of time; and wherein said third period of lime return 
factor is ten if an average return over said third period of time is greater than ten, else said third 
period of time return Iaetor is equal to a cube root of a product of HI0 and said average return 
over said third period of lime. 

o5. (Currently Amended) A computer data signal embodied in a carrier wave, said signal 
bearing instructions for causing a computer system to evaluate an analyst's performance, said 
instructions comprising: 

utilizing information pertaining to at least one upward -or downward- revi-s4-*-m oXan 
u p vv.j i rc I [,,rjej\a s i o n a.i id a downward rev i si o n i n c In d i ng a n -> \ p wa rd- o r d o w n wt trd-eba ng^* of an 
analysf s opinion iivoprrH+M^v>l-theanalysi with regwd^o-fhe of at least one investment: 

calculating a performance score indicative of the analyst's performance relative to other 
analysts, said performance score determined b y at [cast one of at l oam ^>itrt-bvcoiisidcnng--H 
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H^i^ure of measuring vnrinhiiily of the analyst's perrl.br mancc based on ar least, one u I nn upwajxl 
revision ami dow nward ,iv:vi,sjoiv a<v average averaging hislorical pcrformnncc ol ibe at least one 
investment following the at least one upward rev|sion or and downward revision. a -sta ndard 
devi-»tii-H>H-^ deiernii.nij.ir. a number of ]2iised_on at 

I^Jj}"^?. 1 !^.!!! upward revisions w s and dt mnwa id revisions mode by Llie analysis and 
dcLermming,a likelihood thai #w at least one upward revision or and downward revision wilt 
actually produce an expected result; and 

comparing the analyst's performance score against performance scores of other analysis 
to produce at least one of on upward ni!lk|ng, a downward .ranking ot and a combined revision 
ranking. 

o(>. (Original) I he signal of claim 65, further cc.iriipri.sino. instructions lor adjusting said 
performance score according to a modifier accentuating Ibe initnbcr ol revisions made by the 
analyst. 

67. (Original) The signal of claim 65. wherein so id calculating a performance score 
comprises: 

determining a first average return value (ave. return} L second average return value (ave. 
reluru : ), and third average return value (ave. relurnO for the at leasi one revision, said lirsL 
second, and third average return values corresponding respectively lo an average rate ol reiurn 
on the at least one revision involving the investment for a first period of time (limci). a second 
period oi time (liinej). and a third period of time (lime;); 

calculating in absolute icrms. a first l-suu value (i-stat,) for said first average tvluvi) 
value, a second t-slat value (i-stcm) for said second average return value, and a third t-sial value 
(1-staU) for said third average return value, said fust, second, and third J-si.nl values calculated by 
utilizing said lush second, mid third average return values, a llrsl standard deviation (SI >[ h o 
second standard deviation <SL>?.K and a third stnndnrcl deviation (SDT. a total number ol" 
revisions ( revisions! ) occurring more than or equal to the first period of time before said 
evaluating, a total number of revisions (revisions.;) occurring more than or equal to the second 
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period of time before said evaluating and a Total mij-nher of revisions (revisions.;) occurring more 
Ihfin or equal to ihe third period of time hcfoiv: snid evaluating: 

calculating a first decree of I reed out i Dl ; , ) for said first average return value, a second 
decree ol' live do m (D\ : : ) lor said second average iviurn value, and a ihird decree of freedom 
(DF;) lor said third avcraue return value; j 

determining a lirsl probability (probi) fur said first period of lime by utilizing said first t- 
stal value and said first decree offrcedorru a second probability {prob :! > Tor said second period of 
time by uliliy.ing said second l-stal value and said second decree of frccdonh and a third 
probability (proh ; ) for said Ihird period of time by virilizing said third i-stat value find said ihird 
decree of freedom: and 

L'cncrating a conditional performance: score (oond. performance score) for the ;uialy\st by 
utilizing probi. prob t >, and prob*. which may be manipulated to produce said performance score. 

68, ( Withdrawn) A computer readable mediumjsioring instructions executable by a 
computer, die instructions for instructing Ihe computer to effect evaluating an analyst's 
performance, said instructions comprising: 

utilizing information pertaining to at least one revision made by flic analyst involving ai 
least one investment, including an upward or downward chance in opinion of the analyst w ith 
regard to the at least one investment; 

calculating a conditional perform:.! nee seore indicative of the analyst's periormanec 
relative to other analysts, said raw- conditional periormanec score determined ai least in part by 
considering, a measure of variability of ihe analyst's periormanec. an average historical 
performance of the at ieast one investment fed lowing the at least one revision, a standard 
deviation of the at least one revision, a number of revisions made by the analyst, and a likelihood 
dial the at least one revision will actually produce an expected result; and 

adjusting said conditional performance score according to a return anuuin; adjustment to 
produce a final performance score. 
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o°. (Withdrawn) The computer readable medium of claim 68. wherein the f nnl perlot L mancc 
score increases when a rale of return o f the ;;i least one investment increases atul J lie. revision is 
an upward revision, or when a rate of return of the al leasl one investment decreases arid the 
revisioJi is a downward revision. and wherein die Tina! performance score decreases when a rate 
ol return of the ;t| least one invesimenl decreases and the revision is an upward revision, or when 
a rate of return of the at least, one investment increases and The rev ision is a downward revision. 

70. (Withdrawn) The computer readable medium of claim wherein said return amount 
adjustment comprises a small return penalty reducing said final performance score for returns on 
said at least one invesimenl less than a predetermined amount. 

71 . (Withdrawn) The computer readable medium of claim 70. wherein said small return 
penally is comprised of a difference between an average of a short period of time return factor, 
an intermediate period of" time return factor, and a long period of lime return factor, and a 
penally: wherein said penalty is equal to approximately lo"% for upward revisions and 
approximately - »S% for downward revisions minus a return value corresponding to the 
investment for said long period ol time; and wherein each period of time return factor is a cube 
root of a return percentage over a corresponding period of time. 

72. {Withdrawn) The computer readable medium of claim 70. wherein said small return 
penalty is generated by subtracting a penally from an average of a OrsL second and third period 
of lime return factor: wherein for upward revisions said penally is 0 if an average return value 
corresponding to the invesimenl for a long term period of lime is greater lhan I >%. else said 
penalty is equal lo 15% minus said average return value corresponding to the investment lor a 
long term period of lime: wherein for downward revisions said penalty is 0 if said average return 
value corresponding to the investment for a long term period of time is less than -S%, else said 
penalty is equal lo -8% minus said average return value corresponding to the investment lor a 
long term period of time; wherein said first period of time return factor is (en if an average return 
over said first period of lime is greater than ten. else said last period of time return factor is 
equal to a cube root of a product of 100 and said average rcluni over said first period of lime: 
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wherein said second period of time return factor is tea if an average return over s i i el second 
period of time is greater than len. else said Second period of lime return factor is equal Lo a cube 
tool of a product of 1 00 and said average return over said second period of time: and wherein 
said third period of lime return factor is ten if an average return over said third period of lime is 
greater than Len, else said third period of tunc relurn factor is equal lo a cuhe root of a produci of 
1 00 and said average return over said third period of lime. 

73. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium storing instructions executable by a 
computer, ihe instructions for instructing the computer to effect evaluating an analyst's 
performance, said instructions comprising: 

utilt/jng information peru-iining lo at least one upward i>r-dovvnvvard Tevisi()n of an 
upward revision and a downw ard revision including an upward or downward change of. an 
Dll'Jlli'^I.I ^ ^ILlilil**! H-^^>r>M+iHt>i:^PtJ->e-«nal-yst--witli regard to the of at least one investment; 

calculating a performance score indicative of the analyst's performance relative to other 
analysts, said performance score determined byjjr Jcast_onc of at- -least in parr-by considering o 
measure of measu ring variability of the analyst's performance ];Hl?£<i^ 

revision and downward revision, an average ;jvt?mj>ing historical performance of the nl least one 
invest men; following the at least one up wart I i^yismn ^ QQ'l downward revision, a-sirtwli-ird 
d ev-iwf : i o n o 1 ■ the at I en s t o n e ■ i ifwaw I -or-d o-wr-wh-i : d-- +v vis i ot def ermi nim* a t u t m her of le as ed on at 
least one of an upward revisions or and downward revisions made In the analyst, and 
determining a likelihood that the at least one upward revision or and downward revision will 
actually produce an expected result: and 

comparing the analyst's performance score againsi performance scores of other analysts 
lo produce at least one of an upward ran km a do wnward ranking,, or and a combined revision 
tanking, 

74. (Original) The computer readable medium of claim 7!\ further comprising adjusting said 
performance score according to a modifier accentuating the number of revisions made by the 
analyst. 
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75. (Original) I he computer readable medium of claim 7 >. wherein said calculating a 
performance score coin prises; 

determining ;i first average return value (nvc. rc(urn ( ). second average return value (ave, 
reitim:-). and third average return value (;ivc. return.:) lor the al least one rev ision, said first, 
.second, mid third average return values corresponding respectively to an average rale oi return 
on tile al least one revision involving, the investment (bra firsL period of Lime (linieiK a second 
period of lime (lime;), and a third period of lime (timet); 

calculating, in absolute terms, a first l-stat value (l-slab) for said first average relurn 
value, a second t-slat value (l-slat.?) for said second average relurn value, and a third t-stat value 
(1-slaiO for said third average return value, said first, second, and third Kstat values calculated by 
utilizing said first, second* and rhird average return values, a first standard deviation {SIM. a 
second standard deviation (SI>. : ), and a, third standard deviation (SI.) A a tola! number of 
revisions (revisions]) occurring, inure than or equal to the first period ul lime be J ore. said 
evaluating, a total number ofrevisions (revisions^) occurring more than or equal In ihe second 
period of lime before said evaluating and a tola! number of revisions (revisions;.) occurring more 
than or equal to the third period of lime before said evaluating; 

calculating a first decree of freedom (\)\ : \) for si-iid first average relurn value, a second 
decree oflVcedoni (Dl\>) for said second average return value, and a third degree of freedom 
|Dl\j) for said third average return value; 

detennining a first probability (probj ) for said first period of time by utilizing said first t- 
slal value and said first degree of freedom, n second probability (proh.) for said second period of 
lime by utilizing said second t-si.;.u value and said second degree of freedom, and a third 
probability (prob-0 lor said third period of time by utilizing said third t-slat value and said third 
degree of freedom: and 

generating a eondilionnl performance score (eond. performance score) for I ho analyst by 
utilizing probj. prob?, and probj. which may be manipulated to produce said performance score. 

76, (Withdrawn) A method of evaluating an analyst's performance, said method comprising: 
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a step lor ulili/ine information pertaining u> al Icasl one revision made by the analyst 
involving al Icasl one investment, inchidini: an upward or downward change in opinion ol the 
analysl with regard In the al least one investment; 

a step lor calculaf.i a conditional performance .score indicative oldie analyst'::; 
performance relative lo other analysis, said raw conditional pcrlonuancc score determined al 
least in parr by considering a measure of variability of the analyst's performance, an ;ivera;:c 
bisiorieal performance of the al least one investment following the al least one revision, a 
standard deviation ol the at least one revision, a number ol revisions made by the analyst, and a 
likelihood that the at least one revision will actually produce an expected result; and 

a step lor adj ustini: said conditional performance score according K> ^ return amount 
adjustment to produce a dual performance score. 

77. (Currently Amended) A method of evaluating an analyst's performance, said method 
comprising: 

a step for utili/,iiiL! information pertaining !u at Icasl one upward or downward revision ol 
Mil u |?> v:j r cl__r c^ v i s i < >j). . £t n _t l_ > i d< wmym HK-:4titl-i-n«i- a n op ward oi- downward-e ban »e o f a n 

an >>j vsl' s o pinion in 1 op in ion o J • t ! i e- a-i 'Kil y -si- vv i t h -ref *a rd I o -f he of a t 1 ea si one in v es t m e n i ; 

a step for calculating a performance score indicative of the analyst's performance relative 
to other analysis, said perlbrmance score determined by at J east .one of ul -least in pari by 
cons-idv-ri+HH* m-easnre-of rneaiiuriny. variability ol" the analyst's performance based ^ 
ilLilLLklPAYA^ downward re\Jsum. an avera^-e nv<Iil{iffi historical per forma nee oi " 

the at least one investment following the al least one upward revilfO!.} *w iiod downward revision, 
a standard-deviation of the a t 1 ea s I - 1 me-H pw* m I o r d t > ** nw-ai H-i-^vf^H-^n . determini ng a number of 
based on ^ rev isions or and downward revisions made by the analysl. and 

;) likelihood Unit the at least one upward rc^Lsjon w njid dow tnvard revision will 
actually produce an expected result; and 
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0 Slop lor comparing (he analyst's pcrlomia.iiCL- score against performance scores oloiher 
analysts to jmnlucc at least one of an upward ranking, a dv>\vn\v;ird rniik in^ or and.a combined 
revision ranking. 

7<S. (New) The method of Claim 18, wherein calculating a performance score further 
comprises determining a slandard deviation based on at least one upward revision and downward 
revision 



7 l ) (New) The system of claim 38. wherein calculating a performance score li.trllier 
comprises determining a slandard deviation based on at Icasl one upward revision and downward 
revision. 

SO (New) I he system of claim 53, wherein means lor calculating a performance score 
I urther comprises determining a standard deviation based on at leas! one upward revision and 
downward revision. 



SI (New) 1 he computer data signal of claim f>5, wherein calculating a performance score 
lurlher comprises determining a standard dev iation based on at least one upward revision and 
downward revision. 

82 (New) The computer readable medium storing instructions of claim 73. wherein 
calculating a performance score further comprises determining a standard deviation based on ai 
least one upward revision and downward revision. 

S3. (New ) The method of claim 77. wherein calculating a performance score furl her 
comprises determining a standard deviation based on ar least one upward revision and downward 
revision. 
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